On Tuesday, September 5, 2017, United States Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced the end of the
DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) program, which granted temporary status and benefits to
certain undocumented immigrants that arrived in the United States as children.

According to the recently released DHS Memorandum, this program will be phased out by the agency
over the next 6 months.

The University of Chicago and Office of International Affairs is closely monitoring this situation and will
continue to provide support along with other offices on campus. Affected UChicago students are urged
to contact their Dean of Students. Please check back for updates and upcoming events.

In the meantime, please refer to the below resources for DACA:
Letter from President Robert J. Zimmer and Provost Daniel Diermeier
Student Support Services
Student Support Services DACA Frequently Asked Questions
DHS DACA Frequently Asked Questions

Statement by David Nirenberg, Executive Vice Provost, and Michele Rasmussen, Dean of Students in the
University:

To: Members of the University Community
From: David Nirenberg, Executive Vice Provost, and Michele Rasmussen, Dean of Students in the
University
Date: September 6, 2017
Subject: Additional Information on DACA and Immigration

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security on Tuesday formally announced that the federal
government is terminating the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, which has
allowed about 800,000 young people who live in the U.S. to pursue educational opportunities here.

President Zimmer and Provost Diermeier have argued strongly against this action. The University is
unwavering in its commitment to supporting students, staff, and scholars who have come from other
nations, including those with undocumented immigration status (whether or not they qualify for DACA),
and it will continue to do so. As reflected in a letter sent yesterday to members of Illinois’ congressional
delegation, the University would also strongly support efforts by Congress to address this issue through
new legislation that protects the ability of DACA-eligible students, staff, and scholars to live in the
United States and pursue their education and careers here.

We are continuing to review this policy change and its potential effects. The Department of Homeland
Security has posted additional information on how it expects the change to affect individuals who
currently qualify for DACA.

As part of our commitment to the needs of the campus community, the University has taken a number
of steps to ensure our undocumented community members can continue to participate fully in
University life and have access to resources they need to succeed. The resources will continue to be
modified in response to new developments. These resources include:

•
•
•
•
•

Information sessions, Know Your Rights workshops for the campus community, and legal
screenings with attorneys from Chicago law firms.
A website dedicated to undocumented students that includes an extensive FAQ section.
Emergency financial assistance for undocumented students (contact Ireri Rivas at 773.702.2435
and mirivas@uchicago.edu for information).
Free individual and group therapy services tailored to the needs of undocumented students
(contact SSS or CCSS for information on free group therapy sessions offered during Autumn
2017 quarter).
Staffing the Student Support Services office, the charge of which includes serving the needs of
undocumented students, with a special focus on the graduate divisions and professional
schools.

This is a very difficult and potentially disruptive time for members of our community who have relied on
DACA, and we will continue to work to ensure their success and well-being. We encourage members of
the University community who are affected by these changes to contact any of our key support offices –
Student Support Services (SSS), Center for College Student Success (CCSS), Office of International Affairs,
Student Counseling Service, and Dean on Call – if you need assistance.

