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New International Students in the [dept/division/school]:

Obtaining Your Visa Eligibility Document

Congratulations on your admission to the University of Chicago for the Autumn Quarter 2016!
The Office of International Affairs (OIA) issues the visa eligibility documents (Form I-20 for F-1 students and Form DS-2019 for J-1 students) that international students need to obtain an entry visa, enter the U.S., and attend the University in non-immigrant status.  To qualify for your Form I-20 or DS-2019, you will have to provide the following documents:

Academic records 
 Submit requested academic records to your admissions office.  OIA obtains these documents from your academic unit; please do not submit your academic records to OIA.  
English language proficiency 
All international students must meet the University of Chicago English language requirement. Based on your application, the following applies to you:
_____ You have satisfied the English language requirement

_____  Please have an official report of your scores on the Test of English as a 
 
Foreign Language (TOEFL) or the International English Language Testing 
            System (IELTS) sent directly to the University by ETS (TOEFL) or IELTS. 
            If you plan to retake the test in the future, please inform your department of the date. 

_____  Your scores on the TOEFL/IELTS do not meet the University’s minimum
            requirement.  Please continue to study English and take the TOEFL
  
or IELTS again to qualify for your visa eligibility document. 

Funding

Each incoming international student must provide proof of sufficient funds to cover all expenses to study and live in the U.S. for at least the first year, including tuition, fees, books, living expenses, and costs for dependents, if applicable. In order for our office to process your visa eligibility document, you must complete a Financial Resources Statement (FRS) for your admissions department. The FRS for fall start dates is typically available in late May. 
Please note:  If more than 50% of your tuition for the first year of study comes from a source other than personal/family funds, such as the University of Chicago, an organization in the U.S. or abroad, this contribution renders you eligible for J-1 status.  We encourage you to explore the options J-1 status provides compared to F-1 status, to determine which would be most suitable for your personal circumstances. Benefits of   J-1 status could include additional off-campus work authorization, as well as work authorization and permission to study for your spouse if you are married.  For information regarding both statuses, please visit OIA’s web site at https://internationalaffairs.uchicago.edu/page/choosing-between-f-1-and-j-1-status.  
Visa Appointments (does not apply to Canadian citizens)
You may apply for your visa up to 120 days (4 months) in advance of the start date listed on your I-20 or DS-2019.  Most U.S. consulates/embassies (usembassy.gov) require that you pay the SEVIS fee prior to making the appointment.  This can only be done once you receive the I-20/DS-2019.  Any consulate/embassy statement encouraging students to apply for a visa appointment “as early as possible” should be translated to mean you should schedule your appointment “as soon as you receive your I-20/DS-2019.”

University of Chicago classes do not begin until late September (most other U.S. universities begin in August or early September).  You will have sufficient time to make a visa appointment once you receive your I-20/DS-2019.  Please note: The University of Chicago invites hundreds of international students to study here each year.  Our office has continually been able to provide an I-20/DS-2019 in time for every student to be able to obtain a timely visa appointment.  
SEVIS Transfer Students

If you are currently at another U.S. school, on OPT or AT, or will be studying in an English language program before coming to the U Chicago, you may be able to transfer your existing SEVIS record from the institution you now attend to the University of Chicago. There are several advantages of transferring your SEVIS record.  Learn more on the OIA website: https://internationalaffairs.uchicago.edu/students/admitted/SEVIS_transfer.shtml
Additional helpful information can be found on our website: http://internationalaffairs.uchicago.edu 
Please contact your admissions department with any questions you have about timing, document submission, or any questions you have about starting at the University. 
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